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Trends in Research on Ethical Dilemmas in Social Work Practice in Japan

Sachiko Takase

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to confirm what has been revealed so far from the research
trends on ethical dilemmas in social work practice in Japan, and to consider future challenges. The
research methodology primarily consists of a literature review targeting papers published in "Japanese
Journal of Social Welfare", "Social Welfare Studies", "Studies on Social Work" and "Japanese Journal of
Social Work Practice (currently: Journal of Japanese Society for the Study of Social Work)". Papers on
values and ethics began to appear in the late 1980s, mainly focusing on introducing overseas research
and practical reports. In the 1990s, empirical research started emerging, and in the 2000s, more detailed
analyses were conducted with a narrower focus. Since the 2010s, there has been a significant expansion
of research, including the introduction of new concepts. In recent years, there has been an emphasis on

social workers overcoming ethical dilemmas through dialogues with clients and support teams.





