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Creating a Place for Interbeing with University Students' Spiritual Pain :

Through the Yotsuya Café de Monk Sofuan

Yuko Yasui

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to clarify the meaning of the place in the Department of Social
Welfare at our university, based on the activity records of “Yotsuya Café de Monk Softian” (hereinafter
referred to as Softian) , which the author opened in the research room after joining the department in
April 2024. This paper examines the background of Café de Monk, the origin of Sofuian, the student
visitations from April 2024 to the end of December, and their practices, drawing on relevant literature.
The results indicate that Soflian's activities are a practice of creating a “place that gives fundamental
meaning to human beings” (Kihara 2003:178) , and the existence of this place in our department is
significant in demonstrating the meaning of social work. Furthermore, Sofuian, appears to be becoming
a safe place for social work students who share the common theme of internships. In the future, it is
necessary to continue the practice, conduct further research, and reconsider the meaning of this place in

our department.

Keywords : University students, Spiritual pain, Spirituality, Café de Monk, Place





